Securing Holiday Gifts on a VISTA Budget

By Pen Bruskin


The winter holiday season is quickly approaching.  As VISTAs, we are working hard to pull together all the resources, activities, event plans, and more for all the craziness that tends to happen this time of year. But, as we get excited to spend time relaxing over the holidays, many of us are also feeling stressed about getting the right gifts for friends and relatives? How can we find extra funds from a budget that is already extremely limited?
Before we either spend all the money we can find or begrudgingly crank out the credit card, take a gander at the following list of inexpensive gift ideas:
1. Gourmet coffees (or teas) with a personal coffee mug

2. Journal with special inscription inside

3. Home baked bread or cookies (or other feel-good foods)

4. A basket or canning jar filled with special jams, jelly, or candy

5. Be on the lookout for discount bookstores; used books can be some of the best gifts ever!
6. Homemade art; a favorite quote over a patch of colored blobs works for even those us who are artistically disinclined.

7. Mix tapes or mix CDs; these are not just for middle/high school crushes.

8. Make a collage of special photos with old photos; printing new photos can be fairly pricey.

9. Buy some cheap wooden picture frames to decorate with stencils or other designs and include a favorite picture.

10. If you have a bit of extra money on your Quest card, use it for special food gifts!

If you have access to a local dollar or discounted items store, I would check this resource first. You may be surprised about all the amazing things that these stores offer! Best wishes for a fun holiday season that won’t keep you stressed or financially-strapped the rest of your VISTA term.
Inspired by “63 Gift Ideas for Under $10 - For Any Occasion of the Year!” by Michelle Jones. (http://www.betterbudgeting.com/articles/money/63giftsunder10dollars.htm)
